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The History Departmentof the University of
Northern Iowa is proud to
welcome Dr. Susan Grayzel, a
Professor of History at Utah
State University since 2017.  
Susan Grayzel received a PhD
from the University of California at Berkeley in 1994.  She has
served as a Professor of History at the University of
Mississippi, where she was Director of the Sarah Isom Center
for Women’s and Gender Studies.
Her many books and articles include At Home and Under Fire:
Air Raids and Culture in Britain from the Great War to the Blitz
(Cambridge University Press, 2017); The First World War: A
Brief History with Documents (Bedford St. Martin’s Press,
2012); Women and the First World War (Longman, 2002); and
Women’s Identities At War: Gender, Motherhood, and Politics
in Britain and France during the First World War (University of
North Carolina Press, 1999). 
In recent years, Prof. Grayzel has received grants and awards
from the Royal Historical Society, the American Council of
Learned Societies, the British Council, and the Arts and
Humanities Research Council.
A Tribute to Carl L. Becker
(1873-1945)
The University of Northern Iowa Department of History and UNI’s chapter of
Phi Alpha Theta welcome you to the annual Carl L. Becker Memorial Lecture in
History.  The lecture has been named in honor of a man who was, perhaps, the most
distinguished scholar and teacher to emerge from Iowa.
Becker, born near Reinbeck, received his Ph.D. in 1907, from the University of
Wisconsin.  From 1902-1941 he taught at various universities in the Midwest and
East, the last being Cornell University in New York.
It was as a progressive thinker that Becker became an internationally-recognized
figure.  He believed that the historian writes in the present, always with one eye on the
past and the other on the future.  History then can be used to improve human relations. 
This type of thinking gave history a purpose and was responsible for the still popular
idea that historians, armed with knowledge of the past, can better respond to problems
of the present.
Becker’s thoughts on mechanical power also are indicative of his progressive
thinking.  He was concerned that humanity not become slave to weapons of
mechanical power for fear we might, in the end, destroy ourselves.  Becker expressed
these concerns in the decade before the atom bomb was dropped over Hiroshima.
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